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Where did the month go? It seems like we just had started the new year and now the 
first quarter is already gone.  
  

For starters this month, on March 15th Dave Zielinski, Frank Klamik and I held a bat 
house building session with the St. Germain 
Brownies at Dave’s workshop.  Anne Small the 
brownie leader and our newsletter editor 
brought the troop of ten eager girls ready to do 
battle with screw guns, deck screws, cedar 
boards and brown paint (latex thank God). The 
girls soon had all ten bat houses assembled and 
painted. The bat houses will soon be hanging at 
various locations around St. Germain. This joint 
project between our Club and the Scouts turned 
out to be a fun and rewarding project for every-
one.  
 

The board is making good progress on putting together our major fund raising raffle for 
this year.  We have decided to stick with a kayak as first prize since it is so easy to cart 
around to the flea market each week (humm). Ken Jackson, a local fishing guide and 
author has very generously donated a half day guided fishing trip that will be second 
prize. Ken is a third generation guide with over 20 years of professional licensed guiding 
under his belt. Third prize will be a complete fishing package consisting of  Shakespeare 
Rod and reel, tackle box and many baits. This package was donated to the Club by Wal-
Mart in Minocqua.  We were hoping to get an undercover spot at the flea market this 
year to make our booth setup each week easier but were unable to get the space.   
 

This month we received another “community dollars” check from Camps SuperValu  for 
$54.68 as a result of our members shopping at Camps and  writing  CD 14 on their re-
ceipts and dropping  them in the red basket at the service counter.  In 2010 our club 
received over $260 community dollars from Camps. A big THANK YOU to Mary, Dave 
and Bruce Weber  at Camps for their generosity.  
 

In other club news, the board approved a donation of $348 to the North Lakeland Dis-
covery Center to help them sponsor four of their events this year. In April the board will 
be making allocations of funds for donations to various groups in the area.  If you have 
any suggestions please contact any board member with your ideas.  The scholarship 
committee met this month to select a Northland Pines High School senior to be the re-
cipient of our annual $1500 scholarship to be given away at our May Chili supper.  
 

Life member, Cora Mollen has agreed to takeover the role of Club Historian from Jane 
Keithley.  We thank Cora for volunteering for this task and thank Jane for her many 
years of doing a good job keeping the Club “scrapbook”. 
 

On March 24 we held our monthly general meeting and had 26 members and guests 
present. Our guest speaker was Licia Johnson from the North Lakeland  Discovery Cen-
ter on the topic of bats.  As always, Licia has a knack for educating us and entertaining 
us at the same time.  
 

Many of us don’t like bats and have some common misconceptions about bats. First off, 
being blind as a bat is not all that bad for bats can see perfectly well. A bat getting 
caught in your hair is very unlikely because bats can maneuver in the dark using a sonar 
like ability called echolocation.  Bats can  hone in on very  small  objects always  avoid 
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hitting items using this unique sense. Only Vampire bats in Central and South America 
actually take blood from mammals. No vampire bats are in the USA.   
 

Bats are the only mammals that fly  (A flying squirrel really only glides)  and make up 
25% of all mammals on earth. The major types of bats found in Wisconsin are the 
“cave bats”  being  the  Little  Brown  Bat,  Big  Brown  Bat,  and  Eastern  Pipistrelle  
Bat.  We also have some “tree” bats such as the Hoary Bat, Silver-haired Bat and the 
Keens Bat.  Most Wisconsin bats winter in caves or old mines and do not migrate although 
several varieties do migrate about 300 miles south.  
 

Bats are especially important here in the northwoods considering that a Little Brown Bat 
can catch and eat as many as 600 flying bugs per hour.  THINK MOSQUITOES!!  Wisconsin’s 
Big Brown Bat can eat as many as 7000 mosquitoes and 300 moths each night.  So the next 
time you want to swat a bat, think of all the bug bites it has deterred.    Right now there is 
a big concern because a large portion of the bat population in the eastern United States is 
being wiped out by a disease called the “ white nose” syndrome that is spreading very fast 
from state to state.  The white-nose syndrome is a fungus that is a devastating disease to 
bats. It apparently infects bats in their winter hibernation caves or old mines.  It kills up to 
95 percent of bats in hibernation. The disease is expected to reach Wisconsin within the 
next few years. All in all it was a very interesting and lively meeting topic. 

 

Our next meeting is on April 28th  at 2 PM and 
will feature Rick Polaski who will enlighten all of 
us computer novices  and answer many of our 
questions on how to better use our computers.  
Rick is a local computer professional and will 
give us answers to those many frustrating 
glitches we encounter everyday on our ma-
chines. 
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Bob Schell, President 

  SLATE OF OFFICERS FSLATE OF OFFICERS FOR 2011/2012OR 2011/2012  

  

Officers: 
 

Bob Schell, President 

Rich Polaski, Pres. Elect 

Judy Schell, Secretary 

Dave Zielinski, Treasurer 

Directors:  

  

Marlene Rakowski  2 yrs. 

Mac McCormick  2 yrs. 

Jane Keithley  2 yrs. 

SPECIAL THANKS THOSE INCLUDED  

DONATIONS WITH THEIR MEMBERSHIPS! 



   Page 3 PA W PRI NTS  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Bruce & Mary Weber presenting Judy Schell with an additional 
donation to the Club. 

         ~ Cora Mollen 
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