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Bob Schell, President 

O n Thursday October 23rd , 2010, we had over 40 people attend our special monthly 
meeting and tour at the Vilas County Historical Museum. The good attendance was a sur-
prise for it was an especially rainy and miserable night outside.  For many members it was 
the first time visiting the museum and judging by their comments, they were happy they 
attended. The Museum offers a wonderful glimpse into the past with many old interesting 
items from the early days of the County.  We were able to see many preserved examples 
of wildlife of our area as well as far off regions of the world.  Of special wildlife interest 
was an exhibit of hundreds of species of birds both common and not so common (So, all 
those Snipe hunts I was sent on as a Boy Scout were for real) that offered an opportunity 
for close-up observation. The museum has a huge reference area including many photo-
graphs dedicated to the old resorts and the related tourist industry.  There were photos of 
President Eisenhower and numerous other famous people musky fishing with local guides 
including famous Barefoot Porter Dean who was born here on Found Lake.  We also were 
treated to a huge display of old outboard motors and snowmobiles that provided historic 
understanding of the development of these industries that impact our Northwoods.  The 
display of the first Snowmobile invented by Carl Eliason of Sayner is one of the museums 
gems having more significance here than the Hope Diamond has at the Smithsonian.  We 
saw hundreds of other historically noteworthy items covering the topics of logging, trap-
ping, fishing, boating, hunting, and etc. All in all it was a fun and informative tour.  We 
want to thank the Museum Staff for taking such good care of us.  As part of the meeting 
the Club presented the Vilas County Historical Museum a donation check of $ 500. 
  In other club news we have received another check from Camps SuperValu for 
$102.37. This is the result of our members putting CD14 on their receipts and dropping 
them in the red basket at the service counter. Thank you Camps and keep up the good 
work members. 
  We also received a $250 donation this month from Steve Puleck at the New Twilight 
Bar and Grill.  Steve is big supporter of our club and his generosity is very much appreci-
ated.  Steve also purchased $100 worth of our raffle tickets again this year as well as let  us 
set up our booth at his annual customer appreciation days ( see kayak ticket item  below). 
 We are looking forward to an exciting new project this year involving the Brownie Girl 
Scouts.  We are in the planning stages to partner with the Brownies to build wildlife shel-
ters. We are considering owl houses, bat houses, bluebird houses, wood duck houses or 
other types of wildlife shelters.  The club members would do the woodcutting and the girls 
would do the gluing, nailing, putting together and placement of the structures.  Anne Small 
is one of the leaders for the Brownies. We hope this is just the start of being able to assist 
young people to get involved with and learn about wildlife. 
  The Kayak raffle is going very well thanks to the help of those of you manning the 
booth.  (For September Ken and Nancy Horve, Barb Steinhilber, Arlene Rieckenberg, Bob 
and Judy Schell, and Rich and Linda Polaski) . Rich and Linda were set up at The New Twi-
light Bar appreciation days on Sept. 12 and sold over $200 in tickets. We also received the 
check for $223 from St. Germain Sport Marine for the ticket printing costs. 
  Please keep in mind some future dates. Our Christmas party will be on Thursday De-
cember 2, the Christmas Bazaar Bake Sale will be on Saturday November 13 and our regu-
lar November meeting will be earlier than normal on Thursday November  18. 
  Our next meeting will be on Thursday October 28 at 7 PM in the Primetimers room at 
the community center.  Our presenters will be Anne and Scott Small who will discuss their 
500-mile backpacking hike through the Rocky mountains last year. They have many out-
standing photographs of the scenery and wildlife they encountered along the way. We 
look forward to hearing about their brave adventure. 
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~Bob Schell 

Above left: Steve and Sheila of the New Twilight presenting $250 check to Bob Schell and Rich 
Polaski. Above right: Tom and Kim Christensen of St. Germain Sport Marine presenting $223 
check to Bob Schell. 
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~Anne Small 

"October's poplars are flaming torches lighting the way to winter."-   Nova Bair  
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