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President’s Corner

First I want to wish everyone a Happy Holidays! I hope all of you can enjoy the happiness of the
season here in the northwoods or elsewhere with friends and family. The club had another
great year by contributing to the betterment of wildlife and the community as well as making
the lives of those less fortunate a bit brighter. At the same time, club members had the satisfaction of seeing their time and effort help to accomplish these goals.
Our Bake Sale on Saturday November 13th was a great success especially considering the bad
weather and the many other area events on the same day. A Big thanks to Ellen Finch and Lori
Pergolski for all the work they did coordinating this event. Please see Ellen’s report on the sale
results and those involved elsewhere in the newsletter.

DECEMBER 2010

On Thursday November 18th we held our monthly general meeting with 28 members present.
Jane Keithley and Marlene Rakowski have designated the November meeting as “Members
Night”. This is where several members speak about their interests, hobbies, or sidelines. First,
Frank Klamik had everyone thinking of all those birch trees in their yards when he spoke about
his new hobby of making birch bark baskets and wall hangings. Frank gave us a step-by-step
demonstration of how he uses “seasoned” birch bark from dead trees found in the woods to
make very eye-catching accent baskets for any northwoods home. Frank, who is also our fish
column contributor, donated four of his baskets to use as door prizes for the club Christmas
party. Because they were so nice, they were some of the first things picked for the prize drawing.
Next, Jane and Marlene had scheduled Dave Zielinski who was supposed to speak on his
stained glass hobby. Since Dave was on his honeymoon in Hawaii (Congratulations to Dave and
Chris!) they asked me to fill in with some of my interests. I first showed my collection of old
historic postcards from St.Germain, Sayner, Found Lake and other Northwoods subjects.
Some of the cards date back to 1900. Others are from the more recent 40’s and 50’s and show
St. Germain with Walt’s Coffee Shop or Welch’s Bait Store. I then moved on to show some of
my collection and inventory of antique stocks and bonds – a hobby referred to as Scripophily. I
also spoke of my unique sideline of promoting an annual show in Washington DC where dealers from all over the USA and Europe come to buy and sell “Scripophily. The evening provided
for quite a spectrum of interests – from Frank’s down to earth birch bark to Bob’s obscure
certificates.

BOBCAT

RACCOON

In our general meeting Jane and Marlene gave us a rundown of our monthly meeting topics for
2011. They have done an outstanding job keeping with the theme of wildlife topics plus making
them interesting and entertaining. This is not an easy task – some people are just not interested
in how to use bat guano in their garden. Kicking off the 2011 season, the January meeting will
cover Porcupines. Jane and Marlene also discussed the need to start looking for a new program chairman to replace them at a future date. Jane and Marlene will work with the new person to get them started. Also, Jane asked for anyone with an idea for a meeting topic to let her
know. We are always looking for good program ideas.
The next general meeting agenda item was a discussion of a suggestion from Anne Small to save
time and money by sending out the newsletter via email in the future. Anne explained that it
would save the club over $100 and over five hours of folding, stuffing, and labeling each month.
Based on a show of hands at the meeting, most members were very willing to receive the
newsletter via email. Of course we would still provide hard copies for those members without
email capability if we were to change over. We will pursue this topic further during our 2011membership renewal period.

OTTER

The joint project with the Brownie scouts is scheduled to start up in February and will involve
the club assisting in the construction of bat houses. We have been coordinating this project
with Anne Small, one of the Brownie leaders. Club members will be cutting wood during January and early February. Dave Zielinski has volunteered the use of his workshop and Frank
Klamik has already acquired cedar boards for the project. Anyone wishing to lend a hand on
this project should call Bob Schell at 715 542 2321.
Continued on Page 2

President’s Report—continued from Page 1
Moving on, on December 2, 2010 we held our annual Christmas Party at the Clearview
Supper Club. Boy was it fun! We were treated to Holiday music by Bret and Frisk, had a
huge array of great appetizers and enjoyed a wonderful meal as well. Daryl and his staff at
Clearview did a great job. A big thanks to Linda Polaski for acquiring many door prizes
and wrapping them (along with her daughter Holly). These gifts along with those brought
by members provided over 60 gifts to pass out. Ken Dahnke was the winner of our annual
volunteer appreciation raffle gift which was a framed print donated by Mac McCormick.
A HUGE Thank You to all the members who brought non-perishable food items and cash
to the Christmas party to donate to the Vilas County Food Pantry. Due to your generosity many less fortunate people will eat better this holiday season.
All in all the evening was one of festive Christmas caroling, good conversation and much
merriment. As a side note, Dave Zielinski and yours truly ate enough raw beef and onions
to last until next year. Again, Happy Holidays to everyone.

~Bob Schell, President
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~ Anne Small

If we had no winter, the spring would not be so pleasant: if we did not sometimes taste of adversity, prosperity would not be so welcome.
—-Anne Bradstreet
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