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President’s Corner

Winter is in full swing in the Northwoods! Snowmobiles are running along side the roads of St. Germain, ice fishermen are
tucked in their shanties, and the deer are starting to huddle in
the woods.
First I want to thank Rich Polaski and Jane Keithley for filling in
for Judy and I at our January 27th meeting. I understand the porcupine presentation was interesting and informative. Rich has
agreed to give a summary of the presentation for those of you
who could not attend.
This is a quiet time of the year for the club so I will just cover a
few items current as well as future items. First, the Board has
again approved a $1500 scholarship to be given to a graduating
senior at Northland Pines High School in May. This scholarship
is for a qualified senior going into a wildlife related field.

BOBCAT

The Brownie Scout project to build bat houses is progressing
well. Frank Klamik has finished sawing all the cedar boards to
build the houses. The girls will assemble and paint the houses in
March.

RACCOON

It is almost election time again, we will be looking for people to
be on the nominating committee as well as those who would be
interested in serving as an officer or director.
Last, we are looking for ideas for this year’s fund raising project.
Our kayak raffle has been successful in the past but we are very
open to new ideas. So please feel free to let us know of any
ideas you may have.

OTTER

We look forward to seeing you at the February 24th meeting
where Jane and Marlene have arranged a presentation on sand
cranes. I really look forward to this meeting because I know absolutely nothing about sand cranes.
Bob Schell, President

Lakes Committee Report
By Bob Schell

Septic Tank Inspection and Pumping Program Update
Since February is a slow month for lake activity I thought I would update you
on the Vilas County Septic Tank program that I reported to you last year. This
is direct “connect” with the quality of our lakes for if too many untreated nutrients (septic wastes) reach our lakes or streams we will end up with increased
algae or weed growth. As this growth dies and settles to the bottom it uses
oxygen that otherwise would be used for fish survival. This was also one of
the hottest topics of one of our best-attended monthly meetings in 2010.
I have obtained the following information from the Vilas County Lakes Association (VCLA) January 2011 newsletter:
“Vilas County must complete an inventory of all septic systems in the county
in the year 2013. Then, by October 1, 2015, Vilas County must include all
septic systems in the county on the Vilas County Septic Pumping and Inspection Program.
Vilas County lists approximately 16000 documented Private Onsite Wastewater Treatment Systems (POWTS), or septic systems, in its records. Each
year, Vilas County mails approximately 5300 post cards to one third of these
POWTS owners, prompting them to have their septic system pumped, or at
least inspected, and then to return the card to Vilas County Zoning (Zoning) to
show they have taken appropriate action. … approximately 5300 cards were
sent in 2010, and that all except 297 POWTS owners responded. The 297
non-responders will receive a “ticket” from Zoning, informing the nonresponder that they must appear in Vilas County Circuit Court on a particular
day, or that they must take action to inspect or pump their septic system to
cancel the court appearance.
Undocumented Septic Systems
….Zoning estimates that in addition to the approximately 16000 documented
septic systems in Vilas County, there are 6700 more septic systems that exist
in Vilas County, but that have never been documented. Zoning staff members
are now preparing letters to be mailed to approximately 4100 of the 6700
probable owners of undocumented septic systems, asking the owners to submit to Zoning the details describing all septic systems on their property. Later, in 2011, another approximately2600
letters will be mailed to owners of potential undocumented septic systems, asking for identification
of all septic systems on their
properties.”
So as you can see from the
above it looks like anyone
with an older-undocumented
septic system will be getting
notices from the county
within the next two years.
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~ Anne Small

A Few Words
from Jane …
If you have a few minutes to
spare each month and want to
contribute to your Wildlife Club,
become the Club's Historian. At
the next meeting, ask Jane
Keithley what is involved.
Really, it only takes a few minutes each month.
The programs for 2011 have
been booked, and the agenda
for 2012 is falling into place.
What a better time to take over
the Program Chairmanship! It is
really fun and you meet such
interesting people along the
way. You can do this!!
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