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First I want to draw your attention to the Membership Renewal notice in this newslet-
ter.  We are requesting you  receive  your Monthly  Fish and Wildlife newsletter via 
email if possible. This will save the club the expense of printing and mailing the news-
letter as well as the many hours of volunteer time for assembly and mailing. So please 
fill in the email address box on the enclosed renewal notice to save the club some time 
and money (and perhaps a tree). We know some of you do not have email and we will 
continue to send you the newsletter via regular mail.   Also, this year we are asking our 
complimentary business members to please become regular members by paying $10 
in annual dues. 
 

On Thursday February 24th we had 33 members attend our regular monthly meeting. 
Our guest was Bob Dall speaking on the subject of Sand Hill Cranes. Bob is very active 
in the Annual Oneida County Crane Count. Bob is works for the DNR and took a day 
off to talk to our group.  We were given an opportunity to listen to various recorded 
calls and to see photos of cranes nesting. The number of Sand Hill Cranes has in-
creased from very few 40 years ago to over an estimated 15,000 in Wisconsin today.  
Oneida County has gone from 12 cranes counted in 1991 to several hundred in 2009. 
We learned that the colors of a Sand Hill Crane can range from brownish red to gray 
depending on time of year and surroundings. Cranes migrate from Wisconsin to Flor-
ida each year and can fly over 400 miles in a day. Since 1976 a Crane count is done a 
every year in April to monitor the abundance and distribution of cranes in the Mid-
west.  If you are interested in participating feel free to contact Bob or Jan Dall at 715 
282 7117.  
 

Lou and Donna Mirek have donated a beautiful eagle print, which will be framed by 
Don Bauman that we will use for our annual raffle for members.  Each time a member 
or volunteer attends a meeting or volunteers to work a function their name will be put 
in the hat. The print will be given out to a lucky winner at our Christmas party. Thank 
you Lou, Donna and Don! 
 

The Board has approved a payment of $300 to help send the 3rd, 4th and 5th grade 
classes from the St.Germain Elementary School on a field trip to Trees for Tomorrow 
in the Spring. The daylong program at Trees for Tomorrow gets the kids involved in 
wildlife and the outdoors and has proved to be a very worthwhile contribution to the 
youth of the community.  
 

Annual Club elections are fast approaching.  Our nominating committee this year is 
made up of Dick Banks and Ellen Finch.  Nominees will be announced at the March 
Meeting and the election will be held at the April meeting. Please let Ellen or Dick 
know if you are interested in becoming an officer or board member.   Their phone 
numbers are listed in the newsletter. 
 

Our board has been discussing ideas for this year’s fund raising project. We keep com-
ing around to the (brilliant new) idea of a kayak. We are also looking at perhaps doing 
a fishing “package” as one of the prizes. We are always looking for input, so please feel 
free to let us know of any ideas you may have.  We will be deciding on this soon.   
 

We look forward to seeing you at the Thursday March 24th meeting where Jane and 
Marlene have arranged a presentation on bats. As we wrote about several months 
ago, a new disease that could have a huge impact on our environment is killing off 
bats. Our presenter is always interesting and a joy to listen to. See you there.   
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By Bob Schell 
 

New Dock/Pier Rules – Action may be required by April 1st 
if you have a pier 
 
 

As many of you know, new dock/pier rules were established in 2008. Many 
of existing piers are exempt from the rules or are grandfathered in if you 
register for exemption by the April 1, 2011deadline. I am writing about this 
only to give those of you with a pier a heads up to determine if you need to 
take action. I am no expert on this subject and would suggest you check the 
DNR website listed below or contact the DNR. 
 

I will try to give you the high points of the State Statute under chapter 30 
below. Some of the rules are confusing because of the way piers are meas-
ured and what type of water body the pier is located on. 
 

In general you have to do nothing and are exempt (no permit or registration 
required) if: 
 

1. Your dock is not more than 6 ft in width and the end  “L or T” shaped 
 platform (if you have one) is not wider than 6 ft. 
2. Your dock  may extend into the water from the shoreline out to the 
 point where the water is 3 feet at its maximum depth or to the point 
 where there is adequate depth for mooring a boat or using a boat 
 hoist or lift whichever is greater. 
3. The pier may not have more than 2 boat slips for the first 50 feet of ri-
 parian owner’s shoreline footage and no more than one additional boat 
 slip for each additional full 50 feet of shoreline footage. (i.e. 100 ft = 3 
 boats, 150ft = 4 boats, etc)  
4. The dock cannot interfere with boat traffic or be built of solid material 
 (stone etc.)  

 

Now, another set of rules applies if you have a loading platform greater than 6 ft wide and are on a lake that is an 
“Area of Special Natural Resource Interest” (ASNRI). Also this is where you can be grandfathered in (a one time -no 
fee process) if your pier was built prior to 2/6/2004. This part gets sticky because many of our area lakes have the 
ASNRI designation but yet the DNR website does not ask this question when you use their website decision tool.  
The DNR website has a lookup function to determine if your lake is a ASNRI  waterway. At the time of this writing I 

was able to determine that Lost Lake was a ASNRI lake and Found 
Lake was not. I could not go any further because the website 
stopped working.  
 

Now that we are totally confused I want state that most docks will 
be exempt but you must file the proper forms if you do not meet 
the four general requirements listed 
above.  I strongly suggest you refer to 
the DNR website at http://dnr.wi.gov/
waterways/recreation/piers.html or  the 
local contact is Wendy Henniges, Assis-
tant Water Management Specialist, 
WDNR,107 Sutliff Avenue, Rhinelander, 
WI 54501, Phone: (715) 365-8961. 

PA W PRI NTS  

http://dnr.wi.gov/waterways/recreation/piers.html
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~ Cora Mollen 

Don’t forget to support the 
club by writing CD14 on 
your grocery receipts and 
depositing them in the red 
bucket on the customer 
service desk at Camp’s!!!  

Indoors or out, no one relaxes in 
March, that month of wind and 
taxes, the wind will presently 
disappear, the taxes last us all 
the year.                  ~Ogden Nash  
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