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 First I want to draw your attention to the Membership Renewal notice in 
this newsletter.  We are again requesting you  receive  your Monthly  Fish 
and Wildlife newsletter via email if possible. This saves the club the ex-
pense of printing and mailing the newsletter as well as the many hours of 
volunteer time for assembly and mailing. So please fill in the email address 
box on the enclosed renewal notice to save the club some time and money 
(and perhaps a tree). We know some of you do not have email and we will 
continue to send you the newsletter via regular mail.  

 

Annual Club elections are fast approaching.  Our nominating committee 
this year is made up of Dick Banks and Ellen Finch.  Nominees will be an-
nounced at the March Meeting and the election will be held at the April 
meeting. All officer positions are open every year and this year two direc-
tor positions will be filled as well.  Please let Ellen or Dick know if you are 
interested in becoming an officer or board member.   Their phone numbers 
are listed in the newsletter. 

 

Our board has been discussing ideas for this year’s fund raising project. We 
keep coming around to the same popular idea of a kayak raffle. We are al-
ways looking for input, so please feel free to let us know of any ideas you 
may have.  We will be deciding on this soon. 

 
We received our first check from Trigs in Eagle River for $19.90, which is a 
good start.  Last month we received a check from Camps for $196. 85. 
Thanks to Trigs and Camps for these generous donations and to those of 
you who support our local businesses. Just remember to put CD 14 on your 
receipts from Camps and 69S at Trigs in Eagle River. 

 

In other business we paid the second $750 installment of our Scholarship 
to Ken Musial who is attending UW-Stevens Point. Ken is doing well with a 
3.0 GPA and Wildlife management still his major. The board voted to con-
tribute $500 to be a recognized sponsor of events at Trees for Tomorrow 
which will directly support their education programs. 

 

Next month the board will start deciding on Donation amounts to various 
local organizations. In the past we have donated over $5000 annually to 
local groups. A list of these include: Vilas County Food Pantry, Northwoods 
Wildlife Center, Trees for Tomorrow, Plum Lake Library, Vilas County His-
torical Museum, St. Germain Elementary School wildlife trip , Northwoods 
Discovery center, Hike and Bike Trail , St. Germain fireworks , Big Brothers 
Big Sisters , St. Germain Fire Dept. , Fire Department Auxiliary , Children’s 
Museum,  Warm the Children Drive , Wild Instincts Rehab Center, Loon 
Watch and our  Scholarship of $1500. If you have any suggestions please 
contact any board member with your ideas. 
 
 

Continued on pg 2. 



Bob Schell, President 
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At our April meeting we will be collecting items for the Wild Instincts 
Rehab Center. Some of the needed items are: paper towels, soap, 
newspapers, dog food, frozen venison, whole fish, sheets/blankets/
towels, fence posts, fencing, cash, gas cards. A complete list will be in 
our April newsletter. 
 

On Thursday February 23th we had 28 members attend our General 
Monthly meeting. Our guest was Mike Peczynski, Wildlife Biologist 
for the National Forest Service in Eagle River. Mike’s duties are to 
administer and oversee all the programs involving wildlife and fisher-
ies in  310,000 acres of Nicolet/Chequamegon National Forest. Mike 
also coordinates and provides input for Timber and recreation activ-
ity in the forest. The Wisconsin DNR controls the Wildlife in the for-
ests (i.e. deer hunting, fishing etc) while Mike manages the habitat. 
Mike went on to present a colorful slide show of some of our more 
rare and sensitive species in the forests. We saw examples of  the 
rare and endangered Kirtland Warbler, Red Shouldered hawk, Ameri-
can Martin, Wood Turtle, and the Northern Goshawk.  Mike’s objec-
tive is to maintain a proper mix of upland, lowland and forested 
habitat and to protect key nesting and foraging structure in the for-
ests and lakes. Overall it was a very informative talk enjoyed by eve-
ryone at the meeting. 
 

We look forward to seeing you at the Thursday March 22nd meeting 
where Jane and Marlene have arranged a presentation on Underwa-
ter Photography by Eric Engretson. I looked at Eric’s website and was 
amazed at the quality of the photographs taken in natural habitat. 
The website has 93 photographs of just muskies in their natural envi-
ronment and overall has thousands of beautiful underwater fish pho-
tos from our area. His show of images on the screen will be a memo-
rable event that no one should miss. See you there.  

 

Above left: A sample of our March presenters photography a Longear- Sunfish- amazing colors.   Above right: Another great photo by Eric Engreston of a Walleye. 



~ Anne Small 
 
 
 

On a recent walk along our snowshoe trail through the woods, I discovered an owl pellet laying on top of the 

snow underneath an old tree.  Obviously an owl must have perched there during the night.  Owls are carnivo-

rous, but they do not have teeth to chew their food.  Rather, they swallow their prey either whole or in large 

chunks.  As the meal passes through the owl’s gizzard, it is separated into the digestible and indigestible parts 

(i.e. bones, fur, feathers, claws, etc).  The portion of the meal that is not digested forms a rounded pellet and is 

regurgitated.  Owls must regurgitate this pellet before they can eat another meal.  The entire digestion process 

takes about six to ten hours. 

 

The regurgitation of pellets is important to the health of owls and other predatory birds.  The action of this 

process helps to clean out the upper part of the digestive tract.  Researchers have found that captive raptors who 

are fed boneless meat are not as healthy 

as those who are fed whole prey or 

chunks of meat with bones. 

 

Examining owl pellets is a useful tool 

for ornithologists.  By dissecting a pellet, 

scientists can identify the species of prey 

that the owls have been feeding on and 

chart seasonal variations in diet.  Often 

times entire skeletons can be gleaned 

from a pellet. Sterilized owl pellets are 

often dissected by students in science 

classes. 
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Last year at this time I wrote about new DNR pier registration requirements that were due at that time. Such a poor job was 
done informing people and so many docks would have been in violation, the uproar convinced the state to extend the application 
deadline to April 1, 2012.  Last year I outlined the new rules regarding width and length and the size of the “loading area” or 
platform. Enforcement was to begin summer of 2011. If your dock was in compliance with the new rules you were fine and did 
not need to do anything. People with pre-2004, non-compliant docks could apply to be “grandfathered” in. 
 
According to a DNR news release, "the vast majority of piers statewide do not need to be registered because they already fit the 
size standards that lawmakers established for piers to be exempt from state permitting processes……Having the pier registered 
protects property owners if neighbors or others complain about the pier's size in future years, allows DNR and local governments 
to know the larger pier is legal, and is helpful if there is an eventual property ownership transfer.”  
 
I am writing about this only to give those of you with a pier a heads up to determine if you need to take action. I strongly sug-
gest you refer to the DNR website at http://dnr.wi.gov/waterways/recreation/piers.html . This website explains the topic and also 
has the forms necessary for registering your piers. 
 
On the business side, this month I will be sending out letters to all of the area Lake organizations requesting 2012 contributions 
to their Lake Improvement Accounts. Below is a summary of the Balances of the various lake accounts as of February 2012. 
 
 Little Saint Germain                       $ 7,005.44** 
 Found Lake           10,539.67 
 Lost Lake                         6,559.12 
 Alma Moon                                      8,608.75 
 Stella                       455.00* 
 Pickerel                       5,591.95* 
 Big Saint Germain –Fawn-Content-    9,318.53 
 
   * Note: Stella and Pickerel do not receive matching town funds 
  ** Does not include $1000 check received in late Feb. 

Frank’s Fishing Report  

Bob Schell 
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