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Hello everyone. What a fine presentation at our February meeting.
The topic was Lyme disease, what it looks like, how to help yourself
from getting it, and what treatment is necessary. A great video with
a real-life situation, and many audience questions, with about 30
members present.
We discussed an important item for members to consider for the
ongoing operation of our Club, that, come April of this year, we have
5 or 6 board positions to fill, due to Jane Keithley moving, and others’ terms are up. They have decided not to run for re-election, including our outstanding Treasurer for the last 12 years, Dave Zielinski, who is hanging up his pencil. So far, the Board has commitments to serve for 2 years from 2 Club members, and we ask that
any other members please consider it. It really does not take much
time, and new ideas are always welcome. If you’d like more information about it, please contact me or any of the Board members.
The election will be at our April Membership Meeting.
Karen and I will be on a 16 day vacation driving trip South and East
starting on March 22nd, so will not be at the March meeting, but
hope to see many of you at the April meeting.
Included in this newsletter is our annual membership renewal form.
The amount is still $10, and we’d appreciate you returning it as soon
as possible. Please note that we need your email address, so we can
send the newsletter to you electronically going forward. Thanks very
much for your involvement with the Club.
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When our woods are touched by early spring, we
may hear the call of one of the north’s smallest owls,
the Saw-whet Owl. The call is a high, steady series of
wooden-whistle-like too too too s most on the
same pitch. This call is heard only during courtship
periods in spring time. The Saw-whet is a tiny owl
weighing not much more than a robin with a short
body and tail and a broad, rounded head without ear
tufts. It is just 8”tall with a wing span of 14 to 16
inches. Feathering is rusty brown with bright white
streaks and spotting .The attractive face has pale
feathering around bright yellow eyes. The beak is
black.

often in dead trees. After mating, 3 to 7 eggs are
laid.

During the day, the Saw-whet rests in secret, perching in low branches where there is a thick cover of
foliage. Feather coloration is excellent camouflage.
You would hardly be aware of the owl-in-hiding unless a group of songbirds discovers it and sets to
mobbing, creating a commotion aimed at chasing the
owl away.

nesting box and it may be interesting to build and
provide one if you live in a wooded area. Directions
for building and placing one can be found at the site:
All About Birdhouses.

The
young,
when
hatched, are helpless
and require a long period of brooding and
feeding by the female.
The male plays the role
of food provider and
guardian. When feathered out the young are
a chocolate brown with
buff-colored
breast.
This owl hunts exclusively at night starting at dusk. It Parents will continue to
possesses keen eyesight and hearing designed for feed the young after
the night hunt. Deer mice, voles and other small they fledge.
Photo by: Kameron Perensovich
mammals make up the main part of the Saw-whet
Saw-whets are comdiet, though it will occasionally also feed on small
mon in Wisconsin woodlands and play a role in keepbirds, frogs and insects. When food is plentiful, this
ing rodent populations in check. A group of bird
owl may kill a number of prey and store them for
banders in the Manitowoc area reports handling 200
winter food.
to 400 of these owls each year. Saw-whets will use a

The Saw-whet nests in cavities drilled usually by Pileated Woodpeckers and Flickers or in natural hollows,

As normal this time year, many nights below zero
will start out the month. Warmer days will follow.
Game fishing is now closed so we are now concentrating on panfish. Panfish will start out with a slow
bite and pick up as the warm weather warms the
water under the ice. As the bite gets better, you can
increase the size and speed of your presentation.
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Note: It’s said that the name “Saw-whet” refers to
the owl’s alarm call which resembles the shrill noise
made in whetting; the final step in sharpening a saw.

Cora Mollen

This will sort out the bigger fish that will usually bite
first. Move often, five minutes in a hole will tell you
if there are active fish in a hole. As always, don’t
overcrowd other fishermen. All the fish cannot be
under a few small holes.

Frank Klamik
PAW PRINTS

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL FORM
Mail to:

SAYNER-ST. GERMAIN FISH & WILDLIFE CLUB, INC
PO BOX 214
ST. GERMAIN, WI 54558-0214

In an effort to reduce the nearly $800 annual cost to print/mail the Newsletter, The Club is moving as close
as possible to full electronic distribution of our Newsletter, using the US Postal Service only if necessary.
Your help is greatly appreciated by including your email address in the space below. Thanks very much!

Please print carefully:
Name_____________________________________________________Phone # ____________________________________
Spouse’s Name _____________________________________________
Email Address ____________________________________________
Mailing Address_____________________________________________
City/State_______________________________Zip_________________
Please indicate an alternate address if you have mail delivery for the
time you are there? ______________________________________________________________________________
Which months of the year?______________________________________

Well-wishes go out to Marlene Rakowski for
surgery, Karen Anderson and Arlene Rieckenberg who are both dealing with knee problems,
and to Gary Schultz who had a heart attack and
is recovering at home.
Condolences go out to Bruce and Mary Weber
for the passing of Mary’s mother Ruth Camp.
Condolences also go out to the family of Ron
Begalke who passed away recently.
If you know of a club member who is ill or needs
words of cheer, please contact Judy Schell at
715-542-2321

PAW PRINTS

Rec’d by _________
Date Pd __________

NEXT MEETING
Thurs., March 26th
2:00 PM
St. Germain Community Ctr
PROGRAM
“Snowshoe Hares”

by Northwoods Wildlife Ctr
50/50 TICKET SALES
Karen Walbruck
BOARD MEETING
Thurs., March 26th
1:00 PM
St Germain Community Ctr
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Note: Please check your Membership Yr on your address label or email. If it is 14/15 or earlier, you need to renew.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
DIRECTORS

OFFICERS
Marv Anderson, President
Frank Klamik, President Elect
Melody Kysiak, Secretary
Dave Zielinski, Treasurer

715-542-3946
715-892-2772
715-439-5726
715-479-1401

Marlene Rakowski (1 yr)
Mac McCormick (1 yr)
Jane Keithley (1yr)
Stan Rakowski (2 yrs)
Gary Walbruck (2 yrs)

715-542-3201
715-892-4409
715-542-2078
715-542-3201
715-356-3902

CLUB PLEDGE
 I pledge to protect and

COMMITTEES
ADOPT-A-HIGHWAY
BIRDS & ANIMALS
HISTORIAN
KITCHEN COORD.
LAKE IMPROVEMENT

MEMBERSHIP
NEWSLETTER
PROGRAMS
SCHOLARSHIP

Karen Anderson 715-542-3946
Cora Mollen
715-892-1375
Anne Small
715-614-3711
Cora Mollen
715-892-1375
Terrie Beier
715-479-9339
Bob Schell ch
715-542-2321
Frank Klamik
715-892-2772
Dave Zielinski
715-479-1401
Ellyn Dahnke
715-542-3939
Anne Small
715-614-3711
Marlene Rakowski 715-542-3201
Clyde Owens ch 715-479-7032
Geri Shambo
715-542-4074
Dick Banks
715-542-3687

Phone numbers are included so that you may pass along any
Information, questions and concerns you may have regarding the club.

Pa

conserve the natural
resources of the state of
Wisconsin—especially of
the Sayner-St. Germain
area.
 I promise to obey all

rules and regulations
governing the harvest of
wildlife and plants.
 I promise to educate

future generations so
they may become caretakers of our water, air,
land and wildlife.
PAW PRINTS

