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We have two big events happening this month. Our Annual Chili Pot Luck Dinner and 
Scholarship Award presentation will be on Thursday, May 24, 2012 at 6:00 p.m.    
Please call Bob or Judy Schell  (715 542 2321) with your reservations for dinner and let 
us know if you would like to bring a food item for the dinner. We are looking for a few 
more pots of chili, crackers, onions, cheese, sour cream, or more desserts as well. 
Please call us prior to Tuesday May 21st for your reservations and food contributions. 
Set up is at 5:00 p.m. (let us know if you can help out) and dinner at 6:00 p.m. Please 
bring your own place settings and if you signed up for chili please bring it warm.    

The other big event that is new this year is our first Club Fishing Tournament and Pic-
nic being held on Saturday May 19th. Fishing begins anytime after 6 AM and concludes 
at Noon. The Picnic and get together to discuss fishing tales is at 12:30. You don’t have 
to fish to be a part of the activity. We will hold the event at the NORTH Big Arbor Vitae 
boat ramp and picnic grounds. You turn north off of HY 70 on Old Highway 51 (it turns 
into Buckhorn Road) and go 2 miles to the park. Light food (Brats soda etc. ) will be 
provided for the Picnic and there will be a $5.00 fee to cover costs. If you need some-
one to fish with or can provide space on your boat let us know.  Please call Frank 
Klamik at 715-891-2924 by May 15th to sign up for the event.  

On Thursday April 26, 2012 we held our monthly general meeting featuring the topic 
of “Ask the Expert”.  Our guest speaker was dog trainer Sharon Larson and her two 
Leonburger dog plus a German Shepard.  Jane Keithly reported that we had a packed 
room and that the presentation was “awesome” ! The dogs were amazing and Sharon 
covered many training topics from dog food to what type of leash to use. Sharon is 
also from the Wild Instincts Rehab Center and was appreciative of all the donations 
brought to the meeting. Jane said we ended up with an entire carload of supplies plus 
some cash from several of our members.    

The budget for the donations to various organizations this year has been approved by 
the board . The list is as follows: Scholarship $1500, Vilas County Food Pantry $500 as 
well as food donations several times a year, $250 to the Northwoods Wildlife Center, 
Trees for Tomorrow $500, Plum Lake Library $300, Vilas County Historical Museum 
$300, St. Germain Elementary School trip to the Discovery Center $300, Northwoods 
Discovery center - $400, Hike and Bike Trail $ 150, St. Germain fireworks $100, Big 
Brothers Big Sisters $250, St. Germain Fire Dept. $100, Fire Department Auxiliary $50, 
Children’s Museum $150,  Warm the Children Drive $500, Loon Watch  $300,  and 
Wild Instincts $500. The Board left open the opportunity to donate to other local 
causes as the year progresses.  

Last month we covered the $ 150 cost for the mounting of a Coopers Hawk to be used 
in the educational display at Trees for Tomorrow. The mount done by Curran’s Taxi-
dermy turned out really nice. 

We held our annual election of Officers and Directors during the April General meet-
ing. As a result of the voting we welcome a new board member Gary  Walbruck and  
new President-Elect, Frank Klamik. Your slate of officers for the next year are as fol-
lows President –Bob Schell, President Elect-Frank Klamik, Secretary –Judy Schell, 
Treasurer – Dave Zielinski.  Directors are Stan Rakowski , Marlene Rakowski, Mac 
McCormick, Gary Walbruck  and  Jane Keithley.   I want to personally thank the board 
and officers for all the hard work and support they have given to the Club and me 
throughout the year.         
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Plans for the Kayak raffle at the flea market and 
area events are progressing well.  We have or-
dered the Kayak and as mentioned last month 
Ken Jackson, a local fishing guide and author has 
very generously donated a half day guided fishing 
trip that will be second prize. St. Germain Sport 
Marine will again pay for the printing of the raffle 
tickets. We will have the sign up sheets at the 
Chili Supper on May 26th –so start thinking of any 
Mondays you might be able to help out manning 
our booth. We will set up the tent and Kayak 
every week and will be looking for volunteers to 
help me with this chore also.   

See you at the Chili Dinner!    
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Bob Schell, President  

Above: the mount of a Coopers Hawk to be used in the edu-
cational display at Trees for Tomorrow. The Club donated 
$150 for the mount done by Curran’s Taxidermy. 



~Anne Small 
    This spring I observed a pair of 
American Kestrels that were estab-
lishing territory along the river near 
our house.  They were very vocal as 
they trailed each other in flight, with 
long whines lasting more than a min-
ute followed by fast chattering.   The 
male would fly up repeatedly into 
the sky and then dive downward 
while calling to the female. These 
are typical of their courting calls. 
     American Kestrels are the small-
est of our North American falcons at 
9 to 12 inches, and they are also 
among the most colorful.  The male  
has a grey-blue head and wings, with 
a lovely reddish-orange back and  
tail.  The female doesn’t have the 
blue tones, but is still striking with her rusty tail, 
back and wings.  Both sexes have a black band at 
the end of their tail.  Kestrels can be distinguished 
from many most hawks in flight by their narrower, 
slightly bent wings. 
    These small falcons do not build nests, but in-
stead raise their young in cavities.  They are not 
able to excavate their own cavities, so they often 
depend on other birds  to create them.  The pair of 
Kestrels that I was watching were lucky to have a 
wide selection of nesting holes due to the preva-
lence of Pileated Woodpeckers in our neighbor-
hood.  American Kestrels will also nest in human-
built nesting boxes, rock crevices and even in crooks 
of buildings.  After the 5 to 6 week nesting period, 
the young brood will fledge, usually by late May or 
early June. 
 American Kestrels are very skillful hunters.  You 
can observe them hovering in one place  above the 
ground flapping their wings and tails to  hold their 
position even in a strong wind.  They quickly pounce 
on their prey with their sharp talons.  Kestrels feed 
primarily on insects, like dragonflies, grasshoppers, 
moths and butterflies.  They also eat small verte-
brates and occasionally small birds. 

Birds, Animals 
& Other Wild Things 
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