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On Thursday October 27th, 2011 we had 30 members attend our monthly
General meeting. The presenter for the evening was Sherrie Buller from Trees for
Tomorrow speaking about Bogs. It turned out to be another fascinating presentation with lots of nice photos of things we take for granted or otherwise would
not observe when we look out over a spongy wetland. It is this time of year when
we realize how many bogs exist in our area by looking at all the abundant tamarack trees turning bright yellow as we drive along the roads. Sherry told us of how
glacial “kettles” that trap water are mostly responsible for getting bogs started.
One of the major plants of a bog is sphagnum moss that was a major fuel source
in Europe in the old days. Wild plants in a bog include Leather leaf, Bog Laurel
and Rosemary, cotton grass, snowberries, pitcher plant and Bladderwort. We
also learned that on a hot summer day bears lay in the coolness of bogs for relief
from the heat. Overall Sherrie again provided us with an informative and entertaining program.
In club news, the board voted to donate $500 to the Vilas County Warm the
Children fund. This fund allows less fortunate children to have practical but nice
coats, hats and scarves to weather the cold Wisconsin winters.
The board also approved a donation of $500 to the Vilas County Food Pantry.
We would like to make this money donation along with food donations at the
same time. To accomplish this we are asking members to bring non-perishable
food items to the November general meeting on November 17th as well as to the
Christmas party on December 1st. We will then make a combined donation to the
Pantry in early December. (Details of the meeting and Christmas party are below.)
Bake Sale Our annual bake sale will be held on Saturday November 12th at the
St. Germain Community Center from 9 AM until all baked items are sold. Your
baked pies, cakes, bars, breads, torts, or fudge will be appreciated. We will not be
selling cookies because the St. Germain Women’s Service Club does the cookies.
Please bring your baked good to the Community Center between 8 AM and 9 AM
on the 12th. Our coordinators for the event are Terrie Beier and Judy Schell–
please give them a call – Judy at 715-542-2321 or Terrie at 715 479-9339 - if you
can bake or help out at the sale.
Our next meeting will be on November 17th at 7 PM, at the St. Germain Community Center. Our Program committee team of Jane Keithley and Marlene Rakowski has set aside the November meeting for “Membership Sprit Night”. This is
where several members present their hobby or special interest to the group.
Also, they are asking all members to wear their Sayner - St. Germain Fish and
Wildlife Club hat and/or shirt to the meeting. We will have some hats available to
purchase for $8 if you wish to buy one at the meeting. This month we will be honored to have new member Dr. Mike McGill talk about his specialty, the human
heart (see the meeting sidebar). Please bring a non-perishable food item for the
Vilas County Food Pantry.
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Christmas Party. Our Annual Christmas Party will be held on Thursday,
December 1st at Clearview Supper Club. Cocktails will be at 5:30 PM and
Dinner at 6:30 PM. The evening will begin with a full table of appetizers
and snack goodies. We will have live dinner music as well as our traditional Christmas sing-along with Bret and Frisk. The main menu selections are as follows:
~Chicken Oscar

~Coconut Shrimp

~A 6oz. Filet Mignon

The cost is $17 which includes hors d’oeuvres, salad, dinner, coffee, tax
and tip. Please call Bob or Judy Schell at 715-542-2321 to make your reservation by Friday, November 25th. The club has already purchased some
door prizes but please feel free to bring another gift to further the spirit
of the season. One further thing, please bring a non-perishable food item
(s) for the Food Pantry to help others eat well during the holidays. This
party has become a special treat for all our members and our way of saying thanks for a job well done.
Bob Schell, President
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While bald eagles seem to be a very common sight in the Northwoods, they still
always give me a feeling of awe when I spot one soaring high overhead or perched on
a branch near the tree top. Almost every morning of late, my mom and I have observed our resident eagles
doing something that we saw them doing in early spring. While in-flight, they swoop down, grabbing hold of
a sizeable branch which they proceed to break off and carry away in their talons. This is the first time that we
noticed the eagles using this handy method of collecting green branches for nesting materials during the non
-nesting period in fall.
After a bit of research I found that bald eagles will often begin building their nests during the fall and winter, mainly because the immense size of an eagle nest makes it a long building process. Migrating eagle pairs
that raised a brood during the summer will also add to their nest in the fall before leaving to their wintering
grounds. Eagles that remain in the area all winter apparently can be seen fixing and adding to their nests
all winter.
In addition to sticks, eagles also interweave
grasses, moss and other natural fibers into their nest.
During the summer months they will also add springs
of greenery. Researchers have speculated as to why
they do this, but no one knows for sure. To create a
soft interior for the eggs and chicks, they line the nest
with feathers. Bald eagles nests are large, and because they use them year after year, the nest can
eventually reach dimensions of 13 feet deep and 8.5
feet across.
If you have an active eagle’s nest nearby keep an
Above: Steve and Tara Pulec of the Twilight Bar and Grill pre- eye on it this fall and winter to see if you can observe
senting Bob Schell with a $600 donation check to the Club.
some nest building in progress.
~ Anne Small
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