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Our Annual Picnic was held on Thursday August 22nd at the St. Germain
Community Center with 80 people in attendance. The weather cooperated and provided us with a pleasant evening in the northwoods to enjoy
the good food and an easy evening of visiting with friends. Jane Keithley
provided some 50s background music and the food was spectacular. Our
menu included spit roasted chicken that was done on site by Rick Polaski
with some help from Phil Monday. We had some good sides of beans,
coleslaw, and rolls with brownies and cookies to top it all off. The picnic
was a big success because of all the good help by our members. A special
thanks to Gary Schultz for cleaning off the tables and floor earlier in the
day, Roger Klein for collecting for the dinner, Kay Schultz and friend Annie for doing the 50/50, Judy Schell for doing much of the planning and
grunt work and Gary and Karen Walbruck for staying long after and
scrubbing the dishes and bean pots.
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The highlight of the Picnic was a special presentation of an engraved
plaque recognizing Steve Pulec of the Twilight Bar and Grill. The plaque
read:
Presented to
Steve Pulec
Of the New Twilight Bar and Grill
In Appreciation for many years of exceptional Generosity
And Outstanding Support to our Organization

BOBCAT

Your donations have helped us to provide Wildlife Education,
Projects, and Scholarships as well as to support numerous
Charitable Causes
RACCOON

Sayner- St.Germain Fish and Wildlife Club
2013
(The plaque included a laser engraving of a wood duck with a small quote
underneath that read “Save a Duck”- Steve Pulec)
Steve has given us thousands of dollars over the years and has also provided indirect support as well. As an example, Steve and his wife Sheila
informed me just before the picnic that they were donating all the food
for the event. All in all, it was an enjoyable and memorable night as well.

OTTER

Moving on, the Kayak Raffle revenue of $3788 is running about the same
as last year. The new 50/50 raffle revenue is at about $ 450 for the club
and $450 for the winner. Frank Klamik and I set up and manned the
booth on August 11th at Musky days in Boulder Junction for the first time
and did quite well. Again this income is possible because of all the great
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volunteers we’ve had helping us out. I want to thank the following volunteers who have worked since the last newsletter: Stan
and Marlene Rakowski, Judy Schell, Frank Klamik, Mac McCormick for setting up on Aug.26, Gary Walbruck, Gary Groff, Jim
Grace, Ken Horve, Lois Gardner, Donna Rollman, Dick and Lolly
Kloepfer, Melody Kysiak, Kay Schultz, Ellen Dahnke, and Andy
and Sally Schell. We will set up our booth at Cranberry Fest on
October 5th and 6th. We need volunteers for Cranberry Fest on
Saturday October 5th morning and afternoon shifts and Sunday
morning Oct.6th –please call us at 715 542 2321 if you can help
out.
As a reminder, the Adopt-A-Highway pick-up crew for the Wed.
Sept. 11 (rain date Sept.12) is listed in this newsletter. The crew
meets at the Pavilion parking lot nearest Hwy 70 at 9 A.M. Our
crews lead by Dick Banks have done a great job keeping the west
end of St Germain looking clean and green for many years.
Thanks to all those pick up volunteers
Our next meeting is on Thursday, September 26th at 7 p.m. at
the community center. Our speaker is Jim Pikarsy with a great
program on whales- see Jane’s notes. See you there.
Bob Schell, President
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As September rolls in with some heavy rains, I have
started to watch for a special “blossoming” at the
base of an old Red Oak at the edge of our driveway.
If lucky, as in many past years, the soil at the tree
base will be broken by the appearance of a small,
flower-like cluster. Then, almost daily, there is
growth and finally several days later, a large fullgrown mushroom commonly called Hen of the
Woods. The mature mushroom is made up of many
fleshy, gray-brown caps joined together by a strong
white basal stem. There is a cream-colored surface
on the underside of each cap. The cluster of caps
may measure up to 20 inches across and weigh
many pounds, so it is quite a find. . This unusual
mushroom is eminently edible especially as a main
ingredient is fall soups. Often those loggers and
hunters who travel off-trail hidden spots under a
canopy of oak leaves are the lucky ones to find this
mushroom treasure.
Beyond its fame for edibility, this mushroom
has been seriously studied and utilized for its medicinal properties. It was recognized early on by Japanese and Chinese herbalists (who called it Maitake)
for its beneficial influence on the human immune
system. Modern researchers have indicated that

Maitake may
have the ability to regulate
blood
pressure, glucose and insulin.
This
mushroom is
also rich in
minerals such
as potassium,
calcium, and magnesium, various vitamins, fibers
and amino acids.
So, among the gifts of our Northwoods fall days,
there is this mushroom to look for, huddled at the
base of an oak like a large fluffed and fussy grey
hen. It’s not only delicious to eat, but healthy too.

Cora Mollen

Above: Bob Schell (r) presenting Steve Pulec with Appreciation Plaque at 2013 Annual Picnic.
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September is a month of change in the fishing world. Dropping
water temperature and shorter days tells the fish to start to build
up fat supplies for the upcoming winter. Many fish will stay on the
deep green weeds until turnover which will occur at 50 degree water temperature. Some will move off the green weeds, but move
up to feed as soon as turnover is completed which only takes a few
days. Others will stay in the muck basins until freeze up.
This is the time to start to change back to minnows again and large
red tail chubs are a good choice. Some fish will stay on leeches or
night crawlers so take a variety along.
~Frank Klamik
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